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Whether it’s always been your ideal career, or it came to you in a dream one 
night, you’ve decided you want to apply to law school. If you’ve chosen not 
to take a gap year before law school, balancing your junior and senior years of 
�1�o�t�t�;�]�;���-�t�o�m�]���‰�b�|�_���t�-�‰���v�1�_�o�o�t���-�r�r�t�b�1�-	ž�o�m�v���1�o�†�t�7���0�;���|�o�†�]�_�:�����=���1�o�†�u�v�;�7���|�_�;���v�-�l�;��
�7�b�L�1�†�t�|�‹���-�r�r�t�b�;�v���|�o���-���]�-�r���‹�;�-�u���‰�_�;�m���‹�o�†���l�b�]�_�|���0�;���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���-���–�J�”���f�o�0���-�m�7���v�|�u�†�]�]�t�;��
�|�o���C�m�7���|�_�;���;�m�;�u�]�‹���|�o���v�|�†�7�‹���=�o�u���|�_�;�����"���$�:��

���o���l�-�‚�;�u���‹�o�†�u���v�b�|�†�-	ž�o�m�7���h�m�o�‰�b�m�]���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���7�-�|�;�v���-�m�7���7�;�-�7�t�b�m�;�v���1�-�m���_�;�t�r���‹�o�†��
�v�|�-�‹���o�m���|�o�r���o�=���|�_�;���t�-�‰���v�1�_�o�o�t���-�7�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v���1�‹�1�t�;�:���)�;���_�-�ˆ�;���-��	ž�l�;�t�b�m�;���=�o�u���t�-�‰���v�1�_�o�o�t��
�-�r�r�t�b�1�-	ž�o�m�v���o�†�|�t�b�m�;�7���0�;�t�o�‰�9

BEFORE YOU BEGIN APPLYING 
�	�������������!�ƒ�������&���!�+
 

• �!�-�1�h���†�r���;�Š�|�u�-�1�†�u�u�b�1�†�t�-�u�v���=�o�u���t�-�‰���v�1�_�o�o�t���J���1�o�l�l�o�m���o�m�;�v���v�†�1�_���-�v���7�;�0�-�|�;���o�u�����o�7�;�t��
�&�����-�u�;���]�u�;�-�|�7���0�†�|���|�_�b�m�h���o�†�|�v�b�7�;���|�_�;���0�o�Š���-�v���‰�;�t�t�:���$�u�‹���|�o���C�m�7���ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;��
that can help you stand out. Conduct research with a professor in an area of 
law that appeals to you. Find an internship as a legal assistant at a law fund. 
�(�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u���|�o���_�;�t�r���u�;�=�†�]�;�;�v���b�m���‹�o�†�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�:���$�_�;���r�o�v�v�b�0�b�t�b	ž�;�v���-�u�;���;�m�7�t�;�v�v�: 

• Beef up your legal resumé through relevant jobs, honing skills that would be 
�†�v�;�=�†�t���b�m���|�_�;���t�;�]�-�t���‰�o�u�t�7�:���+�o�†���1�-�m���‰�o�u�h���-�v���-���t�;�]�-�t���-�v�v�b�v�|�-�m�|���-�|���-���t�-�‰���C�u�l�7���o�u���-�v��
a secretary for a senator. It doesn’t always have to be directly related to law 
�|�_�o�†�]�_�:�����v���t�o�m�]���-�v���‹�o�†�=�u�;���-�0�t�;���|�o���1�o�m�m�;�1�|���‹�o�†�u���]�o�-�t�v���-�m�7���v�h�b�t�t�v���|�o���|�_�o�v�;��	ž�;�7���|�o��
�r�†�u�v�†�b�m�]���-���t�;�]�-�t���1�-�u�;�;�u�7���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���b�m���-�t�l�o�v�|���-�m�‹���C�;�t�7���b�v���o�h�-�‹�4�� 

• ���u�;�r�-�u�;���=�o�u���|�_�;�����"���$�:�����=���‹�o�†���-�u�;���u�;�-�7�‹�7���u�;�]�b�v�|�;�u���=�o�u���-�m�����"�������-�1�1�o�†�m�|���-�m�7���|�-�h�;���|�_�;��
���"���$���b�m���
�;�0�u�†�-�u�‹�:



ONCE YOU HAVE  
DECIDED TO APPLY 
�
�����!�&���!�+�ƒ�����+
 

• ���o�m	ž�m�†�;���v�|�†�7�‹�b�m�]���=�o�u���|�_�;�����"���$�:�����u�;�-�|�;���-���v�|�†�7�‹���v�1�_�;�7�†�t�;���-�m�7���|�-�h�;���l�-�m�‹�7��
�l�-�m�‹��	ž�l�;�7���r�u�-�1	ž�1�;���|�;�v�|�v�: 

• �(�b�;�‰���†�r�1�o�l�b�m�]�����"���$���7�-�|�;�v���-�m�7���u�;�]�b�v�|�;�u���=�o�u���|�_�;�����†�m�;�����"���$���b�=���‹�o�†���_�-�ˆ�;�m�=�|��
taken it before then. 

• �"�|�-�u�|���|�-�t�h�b�m�]���|�o���r�o�|�;�m	ž�-�t���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�u�v���v�o���|�_�-�|���|�_�;�‹���1�-�m���r�u�;�r�-�u�;���|�o���‰�u�b�|�;��
�t�;�‚�;�u�v���=�o�u���‹�o�†���b�m���|�_�;���†�r�1�o�l�b�m�]���l�o�m�|�_�v�:�����_�o�o�v�;���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�u�v���‰�_�o��
actually know you well. 

• �"�|�-�u�|���=�o�u�l�†�t�-	ž�m�]���‹�o�†�u���t�-�‰���v�1�_�o�o�t���t�b�v�|�:���	�o�m�=�|���f�†�v�|���-�r�r�t�‹���|�o���|�_�;���$�J�•�“���v�1�_�o�o�t�v�4��
���o�m�v�b�7�;�u���-���u�-�m�]�;���o�=���C�|���-�m�7���v�-�=�;�|�‹���v�1�_�o�o�t�v���-�v���‰�;�t�t�:�� 

• �"�b�]�m���†�r���=�o�u���|�_�;�����u�;�7�;�m	ž�-�t�����v�v�;�l�0�t�‹���"�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;���P�����"�Q�7���-���v�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;���0�‹���|�_�;�����"�����7��
which provides law schools of your choice with your law school report 
�1�o�m�v�b�v	ž�m�]���o�=���‹�o�†�u���|�u�-�m�v�1�u�b�r�|�7�����"���$���v�1�o�u�;�v�7���-�m�7���t�;�‚�;�u�v���o�=���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-	ž�o�m�: 

• �(�b�v�b�|���t�-�‰���v�1�_�o�o�t���1�-�l�r�†�v�;�v���b�=���r�o�v�v�b�0�t�;�:���(�b�v�b	ž�m�]���-���v�1�_�o�o�t���1�-�m���_�;�t�r���‹�o�†��
get a feel of the environment, get a glimpse of a typical day, and ask 
�1�†�u�u�;�m�|���v�|�†�7�;�m�|�v���-�m�‹���t�†�;�v	ž�o�m�v���‹�o�†���l�b�]�_�|���_�-�ˆ�;���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;�b�u���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;�:��
���=���‹�o�†���v�1�_�;�7�†�t�;���-�m���-�r�r�o�b�m�|�l�;�m�|���-�_�;�-�7���o�=��	ž�l�;�7���‹�o�†���1�-�m���;�ˆ�;�m���l�;�;�|���‰�b�|�_��
�-�7�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v���o�u���C�m�-�m�1�b�-�t���-�b�7���o�L�1�;�u�v���-�m�7���|�-�t�h���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�_�;���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b	ž�;�v��
�-�ˆ�-�b�t�-�0�t�;���-�m�7���-�r�r�t�b�1�-	ž�o�m���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�l�;�m�|�v�: 
 

• ���u�;�r�-�u�;���=�o�u���|�_�;�����"���$�:�����=���‹�o�†���-�u�;���u�;�-�7�‹�7���u�;�]�b�v�|�;�u���=�o�u���-�m�����"�������-�1�1�o�†�m�|���-�m�7��
�|�-�h�;���|�_�;�����"���$���b�m���
�;�0�u�†�-�u�‹�:



���&�����ƒ���&���&�"�$
 

• �
�b�m�-�t�b�Œ�;���‹�o�†�u���t�-�‰���v�1�_�o�o�t���t�b�v�|���‰�b�|�_���-���]�o�o�7���0�-�t�-�m�1�;���o�=���u�;�-�1�_�7���C�|�7���-�m�7���v�-�=�;�|�‹��
�v�1�_�o�o�t�v�:���"�|�†�7�;�m�|�v���†�v�†�-�t�t�‹���-�r�r�t�‹���|�o���•�•�J�•�‘���v�1�_�o�o�t�v�: 
 
�$�_�;���o�r�;�m�b�m�]���7�-�|�;���=�o�u���;�-�1�_���-�r�r�t�b�1�-	ž�o�m���7�;�r�;�m�7�v���o�m���|�_�;���v�1�_�o�o�t�:�����o�v�|���o�r�;�m��
�"�;�r�|�;�l�0�;�u���•�7���0�†�|���v�o�l�;�7���v�†�1�_���-�v���"�|�-�m�=�o�u�7�7���o�r�;�m���;�-�u�t�b�;�u���b�m�����†�]�†�v�|�: 

• ���u�;�r�-�u�;���|�o���u�;�|�-�h�;���|�_�;�����"���$���b�m���"�;�r�|�;�l�0�;�u���b�=���m�;�;�7�;�7�:���$�o���-�ˆ�o�b�7���l�b�v�|�-�h�;�v���‹�o�†��
�l�b�]�_�|���_�-�ˆ�;���l�-�7�;���|�_�;���C�u�v�|��	ž�l�;�7���r�u�-�1	ž�1�;���-�v���l�†�1�_���-�v���r�o�v�v�b�0�t�;�7���;�v�r�;�1�b�-�t�t�‹��
emphasizing trouble areas. Create a study schedule, form a study group, use 
�Y�-�v�_���1�-�u�7�v���J���r�†�t�t���o�†�|���-�t�t���|�_�;���v�|�o�r�v���|�o���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���‹�o�†���]�;�|���-���_�b�]�_�;�u���v�1�o�u�;���|�_�b�v��	ž�l�;�: 

• �"�|�-�u�|���7�u�-�[�b�m�]���‹�o�†�u���r�;�u�v�o�m�-�t���v�|�-�|�;�l�;�m�|�:���$�_�b�v���;�v�v�-�‹���v�_�o�†�t�7���v�_�o�‰�1�-�v�;���‰�_�-�|��
�l�-�h�;�v���‹�o�†���-���l�†�v�|�J�_�-�ˆ�;���1�-�m�7�b�7�-�|�;�:���)�_�-�|���†�m�b�t�†�;���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;�v���7�o���‹�o�†���0�u�b�m�]���|�_�-�|��
your peers can’t?  

• Finish working on your resumé. Proofread and polish it, ensuring that the most 
�u�;�t�;�ˆ�-�m�|���-�m�7���b�l�r�u�;�v�v�b�ˆ�;���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;�v���-�u�;���t�b�v�|�;�7���C�u�v�|�: 

• �!�;�t�†�;�v�|���|�_�-�|���‹�o�†�u���|�u�-�m�v�1�u�b�r�|���=�u�o�l���1�o�t�t�;�]�;���0�;���v�;�m�|���|�o�����"�����: 

• ���_�;�1�h���b�m���‰�b�|�_���‹�o�†�u���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�u�v���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;�b�u���t�;�‚�;�u�v�:�����m�=�o�u�l���|�_�;�l���o�=���-�1�-�7�;�l�b�1��
�-�m�7���u�;�v�†�l�Ð���†�r�7�-�|�;�v���b�=���-�r�r�t�b�1�-�0�t�;�:�����;���;�m�|�_�†�v�b�-�v	ž�1���-�m�7���-�r�r�u�;�1�b�-	ž�ˆ�;�4



�"�����$���������!�ƒ�����(���������!
 

• Remember that the length of the personal statement varies by program, 
so be prepared to modify it according to each law school’s requirements. 
���u�7���v�|�-�‹���-�_�;�-�7���o�=���|�_�;���]�-�l�;�7���-�m�7���r�u�;�r�-�u�;���l�†�t	ž�r�t�;���ˆ�;�u�v�b�o�m�v���o�=���7�b�@�;�u�;�m�|��
lengths.  

• ���-�‰���v�1�_�o�o�t�v���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;���|�_�;���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���=�o�u���-���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���v�|�-�|�;�l�;�m�|�7���-��
�r�u�o�l�r�|�;�7���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;�7���o�u���-�m���-�7�7�;�m�7�†�l�:�����=���m�o�|���-�0�o�†�|���b�7�;�m	ž�|�‹�7���|�_�;���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹��
�v�|�-�|�;�l�;�m�|���1�-�m���;�t�-�0�o�u�-�|�;���o�m���-���†�m�b�t�†�;���-�1	ž�ˆ�b�|�‹���|�_�-�|���‹�o�†�=�ˆ�;���;�m�]�-�]�;�7���b�m���|�_�-�|��
others may not have.  

• ���-�‰���v�1�_�o�o�t�v���-�t�v�o���-�v�h���=�o�u���v�†�r�r�t�;�l�;�m�|�-�t���;�v�v�-�‹�v�:�����-�m�‹���v�1�_�o�o�t�v�7���t�b�h�;���+�-�t�;�7���-�v�h��
�‹�o�†���|�o���‰�u�b�|�;���-���‘�”�•�J�‰�o�u�7���;�v�v�-�‹���o�m���-���|�o�r�b�1���o�=���‹�o�†�u���1�_�o�b�1�;���|�o���]�;�|���-���v�;�m�v�;���o�=��
�‹�o�†�u���r�-�v�v�b�o�m�v�7���1�_�-�u�-�1�|�;�u�7���-�m�7���‹�o�†�u���-�m�-�t�‹	ž�1�-�t���-�m�7���‰�u�b	ž�m�]���v�h�b�t�t�v�:���&�v�;���|�_�b�v���-�v��
an opportunity to talk about your goals and interests, an anecdote that 
�l�b�]�_�|���7�;�C�m�;���‹�o�†�7���o�u���‹�o�†�u���|�_�o�†�]�_�|�v���o�m���-���1�†�u�u�;�m�|���;�ˆ�;�m�|�: 

• �
�b�m�b�v�_���r�†	®�m�]���|�_�;���C�m�-�t���|�o�†�1�_�;�v���o�m���‹�o�†�u���r�;�u�v�o�m�-�t���v�|�-�|�;�l�;�m�|���-�m�7���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹��
statement. Edit, edit, edit. 

• �&�u�]�;���‹�o�†�u���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�u�v���|�o���v�†�0�l�b�|���|�_�;�b�u���t�;�‚�;�u�v���0�‹���|�_�;���;�m�7���o�=���"�;�r�|�;�l�0�;�u��
�v�o���|�_�-�|���|�_�;�‹���7�o�m�=�|���v�t�o�‰���7�o�‰�m���‹�o�†�u���-�r�r�t�b�1�-	ž�o�m���r�u�o�1�;�v�v�: 

• �!�;�|�-�h�;���|�_�;�����"���$���b�m�����1�|�o�0�;�u���b�=���m�;�;�7�;�7�: 

• ���;���-�‰�-�u�;���|�_�-�|���|�_�;���
���
�"�����o�r�;�m�v���b�m�����1�|�o�0�;�u�:�����=���‹�o�†���u�;�t�†�b�u�;���C�m�-�m�1�b�-�t���-�b�7�7��
�7�o�m�=�|���7�;�t�-�‹�4�� 

• �
�b�m�b�v�_���†�r�7�-	ž�m�]���|�_�;���b�m�=�o�u�l�-	ž�o�m���b�m���‹�o�†�u���t�-�‰���v�1�_�o�o�t���u�;�r�o�u�|�: 

• ���_�;�1�h���-�m�7���7�o�†�0�t�;���1�_�;�1�h���-�t�t���|�_�;���1�o�l�r�o�m�;�m�|�v���o�=���‹�o�†�u���-�r�r�t�b�1�-	ž�o�m�:��
Proofread your essays as much as possible. Make sure all of the 
�b�m�=�o�u�l�-	ž�o�m���b�v���1�o�u�u�;�1�|�: 

• �"�†�0�l�b�|���‹�o�†�u���-�r�r�t�b�1�-	ž�o�m�v���‰�_�;�m���‹�o�†���-�u�;���u�;�-�7�‹�7���b�7�;�-�t�t�‹���0�‹�����-�t�t�o�‰�;�;�m�4�� 

• ���o�m�C�u�l���|�_�-�|���v�1�_�o�o�t�v���_�-�ˆ�;���u�;�1�;�b�ˆ�;�7���‹�o�†�u���1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�7���-�r�r�t�b�1�-	ž�o�m�v�:



�	�������������!�ƒ�����!����
 

• ���o�v�|���v�1�_�o�o�t�v�=���-�r�r�t�b�1�-	ž�o�m�v���1�t�o�v�;���-�u�o�†�m�7�����-�u�1�_�J���-�‹�7���v�o���7�o�†�0�t�;�J�1�_�;�1�h���|�_�;��
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