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Aside from your grades and LSAT score, the law school personal statement is one of the most 
important parts of your application. JD programs use this component to understand who you 
are as a person, how you can contribute to campus, and what you’ll bring that other students 
cannot. The JD personal statement is definitely more about sharing who you are and is the 
primary component in which you get to speak in your own voice! 

Naturally this puts pressure on you — how can you frame your essay so that it portrays you as a 
unique individual that schools will want as a part of their incoming class? To help you decide on 
a topic, we have included 35 questions that can get you started on the brainstorming process.

Your Personality and Family Background

1.	 How has your family background or upbringing shaped you? 
2.	 Did the place where you grow up significantly impact your career trajectory?
3.	 How does your culture play a role in your life?
4.	 What is something unique about the way you grew up?
5.	 Who is your biggest role model? How have they impacted your life?
6.	 What has been the greatest challenge you’ve faced? How did you overcome it?
7.	 What topics bring out the best writer in you?
8.	 What is the community that is the most important to you?
9.	 What’s the best piece of advice that you’ve been given?
10.	What do you like best about your own personality?
11.	What do you think is an important part of you that the other parts of your  

application don’t convey?

Your Academic Interests

12.	When did you decide you might want to go to law school?
13.	In which areas do you excel best?
14.	What current events are you most passionate about?
15.	If you weren’t applying to law school, what career would you pursue?
16.	What do you think you can bring to law school that others can’t?
17.	How would you be able to contribute to your law school?
18.	Did a particular event shift your perspective on the world or the legal system?
19.	Why do you think you’re well-equipped for the legal field?



Your Extracurricular Interests

Your Resumé and Career Goals

20.	Do you have any unusual or quirky hobbies? How have they shaped you?
21.	Is there a non-academic achievement that you’re proud of?
22.	What experiences or extracurricular activities played a key role in your  

decision to pursue law school?
23.	Did you have a travel experience that inspired you to pursue a JD?

24.	Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
25.	What is your ideal career within law?
26.	What kind of specialty within law do you wish to pursue?
27.	Why do you think you would make a good lawyer?
28.	Have you stepped into the workforce after college? What has been the  

most meaningful part of your professional life?
29.	Did a significant event impact your decision to become a lawyer?
30.	If a law school didn’t accept you, what do you think they’d be missing out on?
31.	Is there a book or film that shaped your goals? Why do you think it resonated  

with you so much?
32.	What are your personal goals?
33.	What are your professional goals?
34.	What has been your biggest accomplishment so far?

Once you’ve read through the list, think carefully about each of the questions. Hopefully one or 
more will strike a chord with you. As you try drafting different versions, choose the topic that 
best allows you to show, not tell. Your law school personal statement must show your character 
and passions but also why you want to become a lawyer. 

After you find the perfect angle, use this component as a chance to demonstrate your 
individuality and potential for not only success in the classroom, but in the field once you 
graduate. Best of luck!


